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WOMB  WELL,  February  14th,  1895. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 

OF  WrOM  DWELL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  calculate  that  in  the  middle  of  1894  the  population  of 
our  District  was  12.000,  supposing  the  increase  was  at  the  same  rate 
as  in  former  years.  The  lodger  element,  however,  is  such  an  important 
item  here,  that  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  average  number  of  inhabitants 
to  each  house  is  six,  and  there  being  now  2,191  houses  occupied,  we 
may  reckon  the  actual  population  at  the  endoi  the  year  as  about  18,000. 

During  the  year  86  houses  were  built  and  occupied  as  against  87 
in  1893.  Plans  were  passed  for  78  buildings — many  of  them  with 
shops.  An  immense  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  main 
thoroughfare,  by  the  sweeping  away  of  old  buildings  and  farm  yards 
(which  were  a  blot  on  the  aspect  of  the  place),  and  the  erection  in  their 
place  of  modern  and  more  sanitary  edifices.  It  would  still  more  add 
to  the  better  appearance  and  sanitary  condition  were  backyards  more 
cleanly  kept,  and  especially  if  those  in  the  older  parts  were  levelled, 
and  had  regular  channels  for  surface  water.  In  former  reports  I  have 
alluded  to  this,  and  must  again  point  out  that  when  soil  becomes 
soaked  and  tainted  with  refuse  of  both  an  animal  and  vegetable  origin, 
thrown  heedlessly  by  the  inhabitants,  it  forms,  in  certain  weathers,  a 
fermenting  bed  for  such  zymotic  diseases  as  Enteric  Fever,  Diarrhoea, &c. 

The  number  of  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
during  the  year  is  13,  (besides  using  numerous  verbal  warnings.) 

During  1894  there  were  registered  473  births  (247  male  and  226 
female),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  37*7,  as  against  42*9  per  annum  in  1893. 
The  deaths  in  the  same  time  were  164  (98  male  and  66  female),  the 
death-rate  for  the  year  being  13'6  per  1000  per  annum.  The  natural 
increase  to  the  population  is  therefore  309. 

This  year  stands  out  distinctly  as  one  of  fewer  births,  less  disease, 
and  less  mortality  ;  and  whilst  in  January,  owing  to  weather  illness, 
the  rate  for  the  lunar  month  was  50,  we  had  on  the  other  hand  the 
lowest  on  our  record,  3-2  per  1000  per  annum  (during  May). 

Infantile  mortality  was  much  decreased,  being  in  the  proportion 
of  123  per  1000  children  horn.  In  1893  it  was  156.  The  difference 
is  mainly  accounted  for  by  Diarrhoea  not  being  so  fatal. 


There  were  received  during  the  year  142  notifications  from  the 
different  districts  as  follows  : — 

W om  bwell.  Hem  ing  field. 

Erysipelas  .  17  .  5  . 

Scarlet  Fever .  84  .  9  . 

Typhoid  .  15  .  0  . 

Puerpural  Fever .  2  .  0  . 

Diphtheria  .  8  .  0  . 

Smallpox . .  1  .  0  . 

Deaths  from  above  : — 

Scarlet  F ever  .  1 

Typhoid  Fever .  2 

Puerpural  Fever  .  1 

From  the  above  it  appears  Hemingfield  and  Jump  were  least 
troubled  with  infectious  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  a  constant  cause  of  anxiety,  as  throughout  the 
whole  year  it  kept  breaking  out  anew,  after  it  had  been  seemingly 
eradicated.  So  mild  was  the  type  and  so  slight  the  rash,  that  all 
cases  were  not  reported.  I  found  many  undergoing  the  process  of 
desquamation,  unknown  to  the  parents.  This,  I  believe,  was  the  cause 
of  its  constant  presence,  infection  having  been  thus  unwittingly 
conveyed. 

No  special  remarks  are  called  for  regarding  the  other  diseases. 
The  only  case  of  Smallpox  was  that  of  a  stranger  seeking  work  in  the 
town.  Prompt  removal  to  the  Hospital,  “  quarantine,”  and  re¬ 
vaccination,  effectively  dealt  with  it. 

It  was  necessary  also  to  send  to  the  Hospital  one  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  three  of  Tphoid. 

Five  deaths  are  set  down  to  “  Injuries.” 

Appended  are  the  usual  tables. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  N.  MILLAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WOMBWELL  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


MORTALITY  FROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES. 
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